96                 Life and Worship.

Kali Ghat.

Kali Ghat is the name of a temple near the capital of
India, an anglicised form of which is in the word
Calcutta. The temple is said to have a supernatural
origin. When, owing to a slight shown her husband,
Parvati destroyed herself, Siva was inconsolable, and
throwing her corpse over his shoulder, wandered about,
causing consternation and trouble. To put an end to
this, Vishnu let his wonder-working discus fly, and the
body of the goddess was cut into fifty parts. Wherever
a part fell, a temple rose. The authorities at Kali Ghat
affirm that the second toe of her left foot is preserved
there. Excepting Krishna's bones at Puri, and the
various parts of Parvati in some of her temples, there is
no regard for relics shown by the Hindus.

Pilgrims visit Kali Ghat every day, but at the festival
days of Siva, and of Durga in any of her forms, immense
crowds gather there. The great purpose in visiting
Kali's temple is to sacrifice a kid or buffalo. People
desirous of sons, or those in sorrow vow that if a son be
given, or the trouble be removed, a kid will be sacrificed
to her; in many cases it is to fulfil these vows that they
come. There is no promise of relief from sin, or of
entrance into heaven; it is as the giver of good in this
life, and as the deliverer from present evil, that Kali's
temple is sought.

The image is hideous. She is black, as her name
implies, and came apparently as an assistant, or as the
people affirm, another incarnation of Durga, to destroy
the demons who were afflicting mankind. When her
work was done, she danced so violently that the earth
trembled. To put a stop to this, her husband lay down
amongst the corpses. Seeing him under her feet she